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lights. The disadvantages of the practice are obvious enough.
Neither the shopkeeper nor his assistants get even breathing time.
Those who spend almost their whole day in the shop and are at
home only when they eat and sleep cannot be regarded as house-
holders but should be looked upon as living in their shops. They
cannot look after their children, let alone give them their com-
pany. Moreover, they must have medicines daily to keep them
healthy. The assistants are in a worse plight still. The proprietor
attends the shop of his own free will and it is, therefore, natural
that he may be able to take interest in the work then. He may
even absent himself if he so desires. An assistant passes the whole
day thinking "When shall I be able to leave?" No wonder, in
these circumstances, he does not keep good health. Instead of
this, if he gets a Sunday or any other day as an off day every
week and if he has to work only for a fixed number of hours every
day, he would remain contented and be more ready to regard
his employer's work as his own.

Many reforms like these do not come about because no one
is willing to take the lead. Even if one trader from among many
gives the lead, the other traders will follow suit. If shop-assis-
tants, too, think about the matter with some sense of responsi-
bility and place a plan or proposal respectfully before their em-
ployers, there is a chance of its being accepted.

FRANCHISE REDUCED TO MOCKERY

A volunteer gives expression to his feelings as follows:1
I have deliberately refrained from giving the name of the
village or the taluka. It is in Gujarat. I state this lest someone
should think that I have translated a Hindi or English letter. Since
I am always outside Gujarat, touring, I only see from a distance
the bright side of things. I had been telling myself that the 2,000
voters in Gujarat were hundred per cent sincere. And now I
have the above letter.

I assume that the facts as reported in the letter above are true;
and since generally it happens that what is true in one place will
also be true in other places, how if the same state of affairs ob-
tains elsewhere? If it does, we shall have frankly to admit the
fact. Gujarat will shine with two instead of 2,000 such spinner-
voters, but two lakhs of paper-soldiers in place of 20,000 will
be of no service. Necessary facilities should certainly be provided

1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had described
the state of affairs in his village and the practices followed by Congress members
after spinning had been made a qualification for the franchise.